
Monument is important for science
To the editor:
It is with dismay that I read of  President Trump’s 

executive order to review the designation of  Organ 
Mountains-Desert Peaks as a national monument. I 
am a biologist at the University of  Arizona, and Organ 
Mountains is important to me not only as one of  the 
most beautiful places in the Southwest, but also as a 
place where I do scientific research.

In my work, I study insects and plants native to the 
Southwest. As a biologist, one of my greatest challenges 
is obtaining access to natural areas where I can conduct 
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research safely, predictably, and in a way that respects 
local property owners. Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks’ 
monument designation makes these lands accessible, and 
ensures that they remain so into the future. Without pub-
lic lands — especially national monuments like Organ 
Mountains, parks, and wildlife refuges — many scientists 
such as myself would not be able to do their work.

Las Cruces residents, New Mexicans, and all Ameri-
cans have many reasons to value and cherish Organ 
Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument, and to be 
concerned that it may be reduced in size or cease to be a 
monument altogether. One of these many reasons is the 
continuing importance of these lands for science.

David Hembry
Tucson

Monuments make America great
To the editor:
I am so outraged by people attacking our beautiful 

national monuments including the jewel of Las Cruces 
- the Organ Mountains - Desert Peaks National Monu-
ment. Our national parks and national monuments are 
so crowded now. Then President Trump wants to reduce 
them and turn  over this land to developers and special 
interests. It is maddening. Our national parks and monu-
ments contribute to the greatness of America. They actu-
ally make America great and the envy of other countries.

Greg Lennes
Las Cruces

We need to discuss RGT alternatives
To the editor:
“Fight!  Fight!” As a teacher, I only heard that yell a 

couple of times, but two thoughts rushed through my 
mind on those occasions. First was how adults would get 
there and stop it before any serious damage was done. 
Second was, how could something like this ever happen 
on our watch?

Similar thoughts occurred as the City took on the 
Doña Ana Arts Council over the management of the Rio 
Grande Theatre. While DAAC ultimately chose to walk 
away from the fight, I believe the City took a pretty ugly 
black eye as a consequence.

To be sure, friends frequently find ways back to work-
ing together, after time has elapsed and calm reason pre-
vails. Perhaps someday this will be true for the City and 
DAAC.

Meanwhile it has been suggested that we look to the 
Las Cruces Museum System to run the RGT. It already 
has experience with volunteers, cultural programming, 
booking, educational resources, and making do when 
things are tight.

We need to fully discuss what we expect and how we 
make it happen at our May 22 work session, but this may 
be an answer to concerns expressed about the CVB run-
ning the RGT.

Gregory Z. Smith
Las Cruces
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